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Built Together in Christ

Land of the Free
In the summer of 1861, in the early months of the Civil War, the song ”John Brown’s Body”  became 

very popular among Union troops. Brown, a fervent abolitionist, had led an unsuccessful raid on an armory 
at Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia, and was later tried and executed. When war began, the Union army’s 
purpose in preserving national unity became linked to that of abolishing slavery, and Brown, immortalized in 
the song, became something of a martyr, very inspirational to Union troops. 

When Julia Ward Howe’s poem that came to be known as “Battle Hymn of the Republic”  was 
published in February of 1862, its refrain was set to the tune of “John Brown’s Body,”  and would eventually 
become one of the most enduring, treasured patriotic songs to come out of the Civil War years, partly 
because of the popularity of the former song, but also because of its powerful poetry. Howe wrote: “As He 
[Christ] died to make men holy, let us die to make men free, while God is marching on.”  The cause of ending 

physical slavery to a human master was held up as noble enough to fight and die for. 
As we approach our nation’s observance of its Independence Day, it is fitting to 
consider the section of Romans that we have been reading during recent Sundays, 
and how it pertains to freedom and slavery. As citizens of the United States, we 
thank God for the freedoms that are enshrined in our Constitution, while 
understanding that we are bound by the laws and ordinances of the various levels of 
government under which we reside. Obviously, we would rather live under those 
laws than under those of, say, a totalitarian dictatorship. In Romans 6, Paul equates 
this idea with our spiritual freedom. Our old selves were crucified with Christ, 
setting us free from sin (vs. 7), and we should no longer be bound (slaves) to sin (vs. 
6), because being bound to sin leads to death (vs. 21). We should, rather, be bound to 
God and His ways, leading to holiness and eternal life in Christ (vs. 22). 

Just as ending the institution of physical slavery was considered a cause worth dying for in the Civil 
War, Jesus considered the cause of ending our slavery to sin worth dying for. He came to set us free from 
being bound to the reign of sin and death, and to bring us into His dominion of light and life. Praise God for 
the freedoms we enjoy as citizens of the United States and of Christ’s glorious kingdom!

In Christ,
Mark Bolton                                          
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Thank You - to all who helped with the rummage 
sale. Everyone who donated items, help set up, sell 
items, and clean up is much appreciated!

Thank You - to all who helped in any way with 
Vacation Bible School last week. We thank God for 
everyone who planned, help set up, led crafts, 
stories, music, snacks, registration, and cleaned up. It 
was a great week of fun and learning that God gives 
us the victory through Jesus Christ.

Guest Preacher - Rev. Richard Rossow will be 
preaching on Sunday, July  9 at St. Paul. He is a 
former teacher, Minister of Discipleship, and vicar of 
St. Paul.

Our Evangelism/Outreach Board plans to call on 
people who visit St. Paul and give a loaf of bread to 
first-time visitors. Volunteers are needed to bake 
bread. Please contact Sherl Kah at 810-240-2586 if 
this is something you would like to help with.
 
Summer Childcare at St. Paul - for 12 months -12 
years will be offered at St. Paul. Registration forms 
and rate sheets are available in the office. A $25 fee 
is due at the time of registration. The summer session  
ends August 25.

Michigan District-wide 500th Anniversary 
Reformation Worship Service - On Sunday, 
October 15, 2017, 10,000 Lutherans from all over the 
state of Michigan will gather at the Breslin Center on 
the campus of Michigan State University  for a 
once-in-a-lifetime worship  event as they celebrate 
the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. 
Sign-up Forms are in the hallway for free tickets to the 
Reformation service—sign up by September 1; and also 

for bus transportation to the event—sign up ASAP, 
there are only 2 seats left! There will be a cost  for the 
bus - $15 to $20 per seat.

The Roof Project donations continue to be 
collected. The cost was $184,108.00. Donations 
thus far are $112,695.92 leaving a balance due of 
$71,412.08.

Franklin Avenue Mission News - July 11 & 13 are 
the next dates volunteers from St. Paul are welcome 
to serve at the mission. Take a look at the list in the 
hallway for the times and opportunities.

Pastor Walsh - will be on vacation following the 
worship  service on July 2 - July 22. In case of 
emergency contact the office, 810-239-6200.

Outreach Corner - Matthew 10:5a, 21-33: God has 
told us to claim His promises and stand firmly upon 
them.  In today’s Gospel we hear, “He who stands 
firm (or endures) to the end will be saved.”  God’s 
promises equip us with endurance.  Want to make 
the world a better place?  Share a promise from 
God.  The Holy Spirit creates the faith to trust this 
promise and take God at His Word.  As we do, we 
endure, stand strong, and stand up to the evil, the 
fearsome challenges, the burdensome tasks.  
Thanks be to God for His promises.  The world 
around us needs the promises God has given to us 
in His Word.  May God help us also take Him at 
His Word so we can endure and the world can 
become a better place, one enduring promise at a 
time!
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 Calendar of Church Events    
TODAY
Bible Class                                 9:00 am
Worship                       10:00 am

MONDAY, June 26
Church Council, DR                   7:00 pm

SUNDAY, July 2
Bible Classes                              9:00 am
Worship / HC                        10:00 am

TUESDAY, July 4
Office Closed

WEDNESDAY, July 5
Evangelism/Outreach, DR          2:00 pm

SUNDAY, July 9
Bible Class                                 9:00 am
Worship                       10:00 am

Attendance - June 18
Church - 160


